
Greg and Patty Geiger met 

the Mafigeni Team at the 

RMEF Elk Camp in Reno, 

NV.  Two years down the 

line, his African dream 

became a reality.  Greg 

hunted a property in the 

Kruger Park area and after 

hunting hard for a few 

days, finally got this beau-

tiful bull.  

With a few days to spare 

on the hunt, Greg and 

Patty joined a Mafigeni 

guide for some fabulous 

sightseeing.  Places visited 

included Bourkeõs Luck 

Potholes, Kruger National 

Park, The Blyde River Can-

yon and an Elephant Back 

Safari!  

Month Hunted: Mid July 

Days on Safari: 9 days  

Number of species hunted: 1 

Country Hunted: South Africa 

Type of Safari: Package hunt 

with upgrade on additional 

days   

Guide:  Gerrie van Zyl 

Concession area:  Jedven 

 

 

From Nevada to Limpopo for Mbogo!  

Buffalo for Rich, Wildebeest for Maggie  

Rich Eliason booked a 7 -

day buffalo hunt, while 

Maggie, ever the adven-

turer, booked an addi-

tional 14 days for sight-

seeing and travel in Africa!    

Maggie travelled by private 

plane with Esther and Brian 

to Vic Falls and even went 

hunting!  More on this 

later.  

Buffalo hunting can never 

be predicted.  There are so 

many factors that go into 

making a hunt success-

ful ñability to finding the 

game, wind direction, 

stalking skills, bullet place-

ment, movement of the 

animal being hunted, fa-

miliarity of the rifle, bullet 

performance, caliber being 

used - the list goes on and 

on.  In Richõs case, I think 

just a spot of bad luck.   

Rich is an experienced 

hunter, Claude an experi-

enced guide with over 22 

years of dangerous game 

guiding. The hunt took 

place along the Kruger 

Park, not far from 

Phalaborwa. Hunting had 

barely begun, when a herd 

of buffalo were spotted 

through the thick Mopani 

brush.   The hunters leop-

ard crawled for what felt 

like an eternity to an ant-

hill ñtracker and camera 

man in suit. With the wind 

direction in their favor, the 

hunters were able to glass 

the herd and a number of 

shootable bulls were spot-

ted. The hunters eventu-

ally singled out a bull  
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A happy camper, Greg with his buffalo bull.  
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Diana Pinto travelled to Tan-

zania and South Africa  a 

couple of years ago on a 

photo safari.   

While in South Africa, she 

stayed at the Mafigeni Safari 

Lodge and came into contact 

with hunters.  This really 

intrigued her and next time 

we met up, she signed up 

for a plains game hunt ñand 

got her mom and dad to join 

her!   

Curt and Karen hunted Im-

pala, Blesbok, Nyala, Zebra, 

Warthog and Duiker.  Diana 

hunted Blesbok, Impala, 

Warthog, Blue and Black Wil-

debeest.  Next time Di, bring 

your boy Jimmy too!  

The group rounded off their 

7 day hunt with 5 days of 

sightseeing in the area, as 

well as 2 days in Kruger na-

tional Park.  

call to split the hunting 

party.  Rich and Logan would 

sit at the one hole and 

Claude would cover the 

other waterhole.  As luck 

would have it, the herd came 

into Claudeõs waterhole.  

After glassing for what 

seemed an eternity, the in-

jured bull was spotted and 

Claude finished him off.  

As a guide, this is a very 

awkward situation to find 

yourself in.  Had Claude not 

shot the bull, the chances of 

finding it again were very 

slim and he knew that.  Had 

the herd gone to Richõs wa-

terhole, one can only wonder 

whether Logan and Rich 

would have been able to 

pick out the bull from the 

herd.  One can go back and 

forth with òwhat ifó, but the 

fact of the matter is: the 

guide had to make a quick 

decision ñto shoot the cli-

entõs bull or not.  As one can 

only expect, Rich was disap-

pointed in the shot on the 

bull, but more so, that his 

dream buffalo hunt had not 

played out as heõd hoped.   

Maggie, as I said earlier, is 

quite the adventurous spirit!  

She had read about the Lu-

on the edge of the herd, 

which presented a good, 

clear shot, quartering 

slightly toward the hunters. 

The bull had good bosses, 

good curl to the horns and  

since the buffalo were totally 

unaware of the hunters, 

there was enough time for 

Rich to take the shot.   

The herd took off in a cloud 

of dust and Rich felt good 

about the shot.  At this point 

it never occurred to the 

hunters that the hunt had 

only just begun!  Once the 

dust had settled, the track-

ers, Claude and Rich went to 

look for sign that the buffalo 

had been hit.  Very little 

blood was found; the stakes 

just got higher. Not only had 

the bull run off with the 

herd, making tracking very 

difficult, but they now had a 

wounded buffalo  - a danger-

ous situation.  For 3 days 

they tracked, drove around 

and stalked buffalo herds, 

hoping to catch a glimpse of 

the bull, but sadly, nothing.  

Late on the afternoon of the 

last day, a herd was spot-

ted , still bedded down from 

the heat of the day.  Not far 

from the herd were 2 water-

holes and Claude made the 

nar rainbow at Vic Falls ñone 

of two places in the world 

where it can be seen.  We 

arranged for a private flight, 

with Esther as travel com-

panion and Brian as pilot, 

from Tzaneen to Kasane in 

Botwana.  The Lunar Rain-

bow was spectacular and 

highly recommended.  Any-

body wishing to travel to Vic 

Falls should really try and 

time their visit with the full 

moon.  Special photographic 

equipment is required 

though to get a good photo 

of the Lunar Rainbow.  

Upon their return to Ma-

figeni, Maggie thought it 

would be fun to try her hand 

at hunting.  Since she could-

nõt afford a buffalo, she 

opted for a poor manõs buf-

faloñthe blue wildebeest!  

This is the most bizarre part 

of the safari ñshe hit the 

wildebeest exactly where 

Rich hit his buffalo!  Yes, it 

was a 3 day search again for 

the wildebeest and fortu-

nately, this too was found 

and finally finished off.  I 

think if Rich had been 

around he would have ex-

perienced a serious case of 

Des ja vous!  

Family Safari: Jennings & Pinto  

Buffalo for Rich, Wildebeest for Maggie continued  
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òUntil the lions 

have their 

historians, tales 

of the hunt shall 

always glorify the 

hunter.ó 

 African Proverb  

Rich Eliason with buffalo bull. 
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